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About the Cast 


Playwright Regina Taylor assigns each character a spirit 
from the Yoruba religion called an Orisha. Yoruba began 
thousands of years ago in Ethiopia and Egypt and is 
practiced today in western Africa, Brazil, Haiti, Trinidad, 
and in the United States. The Yoruba doctrine teaches 
thanksgiving, atonement, and purification. In Yoruba, 
Oladumare is the Creator and Supreme Being. He is ever 
present; however, he does not manage the daily affairs of 
human beings. This responsibility is bestowed upon the 
Orishas. 

There are seven Orishas. 


Obatala (Mother Shaw)- Represents the mind, clear 
thinking, and proper judgment. 

Shango (Mabel) – Represents physical power, 
manipulation, communication, and intuition 

Oya (Velma)- The guardian of the cemeteries and the 
ancestors. She has transformative powers. 

Oshun (Wanda)- Teaches us how to live and how to en- 
joy life. 

Yemaya (Jeanette)- Is the mother of survival, peace, 
safety, and strength. 

Ogun (Yolanda)- Is the raw energy from which societies 
and technology are created. 

Elegba (Man)- Is the messenger between Oladumare, the 
Supreme Being, and the Orishas. 


The characters are the crown heads of the play and they 
represent the accumulated knowledge and wisdom 
through many lifetimes. 


The Sumter Little Theatre is funded in part by grants from the Sum- 
ter County Council, the Junior Welfare League of Sumter and Sumter 
County Cultural Commission which receives support from the John 
and Susan Bennett Art Fund of the Coastal Community 
Foundation of SC, the South Carolina Arts Commission and the 


National Endowment for the Arts. As always, we are grateful for their 
continued support. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Lee., Laureen McBeath, Charles R. MeCreight, 
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David Turner, Noreen Wall, Roger Williams, Dr. & Mrs. RC 
Wimberly, Irma Wolie, XDOS, Inc. 
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Special Thanks 


Shivern's Fashions 


James Funeral Home 


Gwen Coleman (Mother Shaw) has been ` 
affiliated with SLT for a few years. Her past 
performances include Sojourner Truth, God’s 
Trombones, and A Lesson Before Dying. She is 
proud to be a part of this wonderful musical. 
Lorraine Dennis (Mabel) has been no stranger to 
SLT. She has performed in numerous productions 
including Fences and Joe Turner’s Come and 
Gone. 

Caroline Mack (Velma) is Executive Director of 
the Caroline Mack Center for the Arts. She holds a 
Bachelor and Master of Music degree in vocal per- 
formance and a minor in dance. As Miss Black 
USA 1997, she has traveled and performed all 
over the US. This is her third performance with 
SLT having appeared in Past Angry (where she 
met her husband) and The Music Man. Caroline 
would like to thank her mother for unwavering 
support, Shirley Harris of Shivern’s Fashions, and 
Mrs. Alice Singleton for teaching her how to be a 
hat queen. 

Carletha M. Addison (Wanda) has been an 
educator for thirty years and currently is the 
Assistant Principal at Lemira Elementary School, 
home of College Bound Lions. Recently she 
played Ato in A Man's Wealth, A Woman's Glory. 
She is married to Buster Addison, They have three 
children, Jarod, Jameal, and Kardell. She has 
enjoyed being a part of the SLT family. 

Selena Ruth Smith (Jeanette) is a native of 
Mayesville and is a firefighter with the Sumter Fire 
Department. She is also a volunteer firefighter for 
Mayesville station #5. She is an emergency 
medical technician and a certified CPR instructor. 
This is Selena’s first play with SLT. 

Mary Smiling (Yolanda) is performing for the 
first time with SLT. She would like to thank her 
family and the cast for their support and 
encouragement. 

Elijah Bradford Jr. (Man) has been the proud 
Minister of Worship Arts at the Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church in Sumter and is also involved with 
the worship ministry at his home church, Grace 
Cathedral Ministries. Elijah is part of the group 
Purpose Driven, and they just released their third 
album. 


Cast 


Mother Shaw/Obatala 


Mabel/Shango .. s 
Velma/0O0ya. roline Mack 
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Yolanda/Ogun.... ary Smiling 
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Musicians 


Piana ada Beck 


Darlington, SC 


Time 


Present 


There will be a fifteen minute 


intermission between Act I and Act HH. 


Crowns is presented by Special arrangement with 


Dramatists Play Service, Ine.. New York. 


